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          It’s amazing how quickly this year has gone and I am now putting together the last
newsletter for 2012.

It has been a hard year because of the recession but God has been very forthcoming when
we have needed something for the boys, He has provided. The weather too did not help with
the fundraising. We had a few events cancelled because of the rain but are hopeful that
next year will see a better summer and everybody attending these events. Many charities
have been hit in this way. We are not alone.

Four of us went to Kenya in October this year, Roger, myself, Patricia  Musgrave and Sally
DiFabio.  It was strangely quiet for us not being with a large group, which is something we
had grown to enjoy over previous trips. But we had a great time and an interesting trip with
loads of RAIN!!!  We’d hoped we had left it behind in the UK but no, we went through
terrific storms and on our last night we heard that some of the people staying at the same
place as us had missed their plane because they had been unable to get to the airport due to
floods.

We visited Jimmy’s village to see the children we help to support, Jimmy is one of our
Kenyan trustees and the children we help either live with one parent or extended family and
are in real poverty. We support them a little, which hopefully will keep them safe from
street life. It was great to see how well they all were and that the help we are giving has
encouraged their Carers to not give up,

We later met the boys in Meru again who are very excited about their new home being built.
More about that later. We also went to Nyakoe and found such peace at the house. It was
wonderful to see the children so settled and happy. Sally was able to go into all the schools
our boys attend and for her, a first visit to the school next door where five of our boys are
given free private education. The owner of the school also gives 10 blind children the same
opportunity and this year we felt led to try and help them more. We had been thrilled to
have had braille books donated from Lewisham and taped stories for them to listen too. But
I felt prompted to do a video of the children singing, which they do brilliantly. We will be
producing a video of this to sell and the money will go directly to help the blind children. If
you would like to order a disk for £5, contact us.

May we, the trustees, wish you all a very  happy new year and thank you for your continued
support to help all our children. They too, always ask us to thank the sponsors for the
opportunities your support gives them.



          The boys are really well and we noticed how peaceful the house
was. They are a “family” and it would be wrong to not expect arguments
and disagreements, even a little bit of fighting. Well that is what siblings
do isn’t it?  We can honestly say that there was none of that! It was a
great joy to see smiling, laughing faces and little people who were having
fun and looking out for each other.

Andrew and Kennedy (trustees) have started an award scheme where
they give out prizes for hard work and good behaviour. This is proving

to be very popular with all the boys trying very hard to achieve so that they can be rewarded. A contrast is that they have also set up a
discipline committee headed up by Ambrose, our local chief who supports our work. He has become a good friend not only of the children
and the Kenyan trustees but also the UK trustees. Both these activities have really helped the boys to calm down and appreciate what
they have. They are starting to write to the sponsors too which has taken a long time for them to appreciate the need to do this.
The boys are doing well at school too. We have just had quite a number of reports and many of them are showing how they are working
hard to achieve. Many of them are going up to the next year group but just a couple have had to repeat their year. One of those is little
Benard whom you may remember ran back to town when he burnt his shoes accidentally and got frightened that he may be beaten! This
would never have happened but he, as with most of the boys, have a learnt behaviour that would expect that as a consequence of a
misdemeanour. Had he not missed nearly two months of school he would have moved up a class as he missed lessons to help him with
his exams. (they do exams at the end of every term!)  He now understands this, so hopefully he will progress next year..

Carlos and Reuben have just taken their end of primary exams and now we are waiting to see how well they do as to whether they have
to go to a government secondary school. These are much better secondary schools and consequently cost more to send them there. But
thankfully we have two sponsors for these boys who want to help them achieve the best they can. Reuben wants to be a Doctor and
Carlos, an engineer. They get their results at the end of December/beginning of January so we will keep you posted.
We have just received this message from Andrew………..

To
All our sponsors,donors and supporters for the year 2012.
The boys,workers, management and Directors of Harambee for Kenya - KENYA wish each one of
you individually,as a family and collectively A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 2013.
We shall all remember you in our prayers for what you have done for us in terms of your
support for this programme to be a success this year. We know you have gone through
sacrifices to forgo certain things you would have wished to have or do so as to support
the programme. There are not very many people out there who can do this, but you did it.
MAY GOD BLESS YOU ABUNDANTLY. We received so many things,gifts and funds that we cannot
list them all one by one. Let our Almighty God give you the strength and courage to keep
giving even in the year 2013 and beyond. GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU.

Andrew
Director Finances
We have also received  news of what the boys wanted to do for their friends that were still on the street. So
keep reading the newsletter and you will see what happened.

The boys still use the christmas stockings made for them in 2010 to hold
their presents. Naftal can be seen hanging the decorations and the tree
was put up too. The boys enjoy goat over Christmas, which is a real treat
for them. Thank you to the supporters who gave extra money to make
Christmas special for all the projects, Meru, Nyakoe and Muranga.



About a week before Christmas we received an email from Andrew to ask if the boys could go up
to Kisii Town on Christmas eve to give out clothes and presents to their friends who are still on
the street. Of course we said that would be fine as we felt if was wonderful that our boys were
thinking about others less fortunate than themselves at this time of year. After the event, he sent
this report together with photos.

Hi everybody
The visit to the street children and anybody in the street started from Nyakoe Safe House
at around 10.30 a.m  after the boys had received their gifts.  With a prayer ,  the 29
boys on their feet wound up the road . Near Nyamataro they meet with a Catholic Priest who
had done scouting up to a very high level. He took time to train them on scouting move-
ment. Down the main road  and  then up to near Kisii Hotel where they came across a 95%
naked lady who could not accept clothes, but they left some clothes near her den. Through
the huge garbage place the boys met a few of their old friends trying to cook some kind of
chapati and soup which I could not understand its ingredients. The boys gave them each a
piece of cloth shown in the photos. Through the Level  5 Hospital road and through the
market up to David’s grocery where they greeted David and gave him some clothes to issue
out. Down to near Kobil petrol station where they met quite a number of boys  where they
issued clothes and toys. Back to town through Cooperative Bank and down to behind Tusky’s
super market where they met many more boys. They issued more clothes until they had very
little left. Here also two ladies,  one lying down and another very flailed were also
issued with clothes. Many others who were met enroute were issued with whatever the boys
felt  could make them feel a touch of Christmas. We ended up at the  Kisii  Stadium where
the boys had their lunch  and rested a little before we started to go back at around
2.30p.m. Because most of the young boys were tired we took a matatu back home with two new
boys who felt they could not let us go. It was such an exciting experience to the boys
especially when they saw how some of these people were spending their Christmas day.
Thanks to our donors of clothes that were given out and for the Christmas fund which the
boys spent to buy:1. A goat   2. Wheat flour   3. Sweets   4. Biscuits   5. Rice.

It is very touching to see how caring our boys are. Perhaps the love that we have all given them is
testament to their actions.



More photos of the boys Christmas visit to the streets of Kisii

The boys themselves suggested that they do this
visit to give to the poor on the streets. We were
really humbled to think that they wanted to help
others. As one trustee said “we must have done
something right!” When trying to rehabilitate the
boys, one wonders if we are succeeding. But the
fruits of hard work are now being seen, especially
with their efforts at school.  Pic left…..shows Peter
(in the centre), one of the big boys who left the
house 18mths ago, stopped to greet the boys.



We need you to sign in to easy fundraising so that when you do any online shopping you
go to the store through easyfundraising. Then they will give our charity up to 7.5%
commission. This means you can make your shopping work for us!!! So please sign up as
soon as you can - every penny counts! Also if you sign up to “sign & remind” then you
immediately earn us 50p and every time you search the net through this it earns us
money.

   Our Thanks go to the following for
    their Support.

Harry & Christine Alston
Mynydd Isa Beaver Colony
Skippers Hill School.        Bill Compton
Heathfield Community College
A Morrison   John & Hazel Savill
Lewisham District  Scouts     Bedes School
Holy cross Ladies Group.
Rose-Marie Riley and friends
Judy Chittenden               Sarah Kendrick
Sue Taylor & Liz Walters.
John Russell for leaving a legacy.
Computers for Africa
All participants in the swimathon.
Oathall Community College
Jenny Turner.               Rob Kendall
Dave & Shirley Prout.              Sandy Potts
All those who supported and took part in the
swimathon.
Lawrie & Lindsay Smith

         And all our regular supporters

The children from Muranga, Jimmy’s
village, cuddle teddies kindly knitted by
Marjorie Wilding and Friends. Each time
we travel to Kenya we take these
delightful little bears and give them to
various children.  It is quite funny to
watch their faces when they get them.
Half the time the children have never
seen a teddy bear and many have often
held them by there legs not realising how
to cuddle them. But once they are shown,
they love them and their faces light up.



We had a really good time at Meru on the last trip. We
were able to see how well John and Tom (Trustees) have
been working on getting the project moving forward. We
have rented 2 acres of land on which crops will be grown

for food as well as selling the surplus to bring in a small income to help pay
   for other foodstuff. The crop of maize had been planted just 6 days before our visit and
the plants were already about 6 inches tall. As you can see the land is very flat so it is easy to
cultivate and the scenery is beautiful.  We then got the picture below, in November. It’s amazing
just how quickly the crops grow. John will be lost in it soon!  When the crop is harvested, the next
crop will be the same but with beans growing in between. They only put maize in this time as it was
getting late in the season and needed to be planted quickly..

The result of about 6 weeks growth!! ®®®

The building work has started with the construction of the toilets. Stone and aggregate has been
delivered, the mains water supply and electricity supply have been paid for but just need to be
connected and the pipes for the culvert have been delivered. We are having to have a culvert built
because the rains fall so hard and have washed away a lot of soil from the verges. Then the council
arrange for the road to be scraped as the silt makes the road dangerous. Consequently the road is
about 12ft below ground level.

It is easy to see from the bridge on the other side of the road, how steep the sides are. We are sure
that the large pipes will allow the river of
rain water to pass underneath and stop the
erosion. We will be able to take some lsoil
and away from our land to slope it down too
which will help make a better entrance. This
will be finished properly later on but we
need to make at least a pathway so that the
building materials can be taken safely from
the lorry to the site.

We saw the boys in Meru town and they
expressed their excitement about their new
home and that they will be able to go to
school. But there will be a lot of work with
them because so many of them sniff glue at

the moment.  While in town we also met a Dr Enrique Wulff and his wife Carolina, who are working at
a mission hospital just up the road from the new project in Nkubu. They have said they would like to
help us in any way they can and with the children we are working with in Meru, we may very well need
to call on his team for advice if nothing else.



We have just received these pictures from Meru and a very brief message.

John wrote;

The pictures are of the Christmas party we had for the boys and also initiation
party for some others it was a big big celebration for the boys we certainly thank
God for it.

(What John means by “initiation” is in fact circumcision. The boys always
celebrate when this takes place)
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