


We had a pretty difficult time getting the
container out of customs in Kenya and it cost us
more than we wished - thank goodness for gift
aid.  But one thing is for sure, that the contents
were worth a lot more than we paid and the
Kenyans are really grateful to all of those people
who have helped us.

It was really exciting to see it coming up the
hill on the back of a really rough lorry….well
rough by British standards! We had not been
to the house where it was being unloaded and
it was quite a surprise to see the road it had
to travel along. In fact with it being so narrow
and the container being so long, the lorry
could not be turned into the drive. So we had
to unload it and carrying it up the long drive.

There were a number of local men who appeared from nowhere. We were not sure about
allowing them to help as it would have been easy for things to go missing. But as we started
we realised this was going to be a big undertaking so Andrew (on the right above)
negotiated a price with them to help. They agreed on a price of 200KS per person for the
day. They were very happy with that and did a good job. In English? They got £1.48!!!! It’s a
different world isn’t it?  They were a great bunch and did a really good job so we gave them
each a teeshirt too. It was so nice to see that we had made there day,

It took us about four hours to unload and put into three main piles for each of the projects.
Then we reloaded the tables,  chairs, filing cabinet and school uniforms that were going to
Hadassah school in Nakuru and the driver took the lorry there to unload it on his way back
to Nairobi.



Andrews cousin has a beautiful house just outside Nakuru. We were given permission to store
everything there until we could send it to Kisii and Meru. The container was unloaded on the
Saturday then on the Sunday we the lorry for Kisii was loaded and on the Monday the lorry for
Meru left.

Loading took about 4 hours on each lorry and as you can see from the pictures, it was an
extremely hot day. It was all clearly labelled, as those of you that helped to load the container
would know. This made transferring everything so much easier.

Customs insisted that the clothes
were fumigated so unfortunately
they had to be removed from their
boxes in order to do this.

It is such a shame as it was all
sorted in boxes according to type
and size of clothing. So we will
have our work cut out when we get
there in March, sorting it out
again, never mind!

What has turned out to be
invaluable is the fact we were
there when the container arrived.

We were frustrated but the timing worked out to be perfect. We felt really satisfied that
we had been able to see this through from start to finish and know everything was there.



 “Born of a drunkard family, I stayed long hours without food. My
ever drunkard father used to beat mother time in time out. Mother
used to brew liquor by then and they all used to drink terribly
including my brothers.

At 6 yrs I decided to go to the streets, where I met some boys who
encouraged me to play football. We used to practise at Kisii stadium
and indeed formed a team. This is when Osoro Juma spotted my
talent and thereby encouraged me to pull up my socks and
cautioned me on hard drugs because he insisted to me that they
don't go hand in hand with football. Luckily enough I was brought
into Harambee for Kenya Safe house later on - a safe house that has
moulded me all round development. Praise be to God the Almighty -
Amen.



The school is continuing to support about 250 children and we received these pictures showing the children
with the uniforms they received. Some of the tables can also be seen.
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The building is progressing but some of the
costs seem to be rising so we are hoping we
can get the work finished without too much

 hassle. The cost of wiring it in has just come through and is
more than expected. So we may have to hold back on some parts

in order to make it comfortable for them. Lights are important not only for safety but
also because  the nights are long and very dark. It tends to get dark just before 7pm and then
light at about 6.30am.

While we were there in October we found the
living area to be nearly finished. It is looking
very nice and the building for the sleeping
accommodation was well on the way. The picture
on the left will be the day room. Below is the
dining area, looking through to the kitchen.

The walls have been plastered, windows and
doors painted and now the kitchen has to be
put in….no it won’t be from the local kitchen
studio!!! It is going to have an open fire in a
concrete surround a bit like a barbeque. I will
show you pictures in another newsletter when
it is completed. The sleeping accommodation
is further on than this shows but we have not
received any pictures yet.

The accommodation consists of 6 bedrooms
and an apartment with two bedrooms for the
carer who will live on site. We put out an
appeal to raise funds for the metal bunk beds
we needed in the house and we have been
really blessed with the response. Those are
being made at the moment.

We are also waiting to see pictures of the banana plantation which has been planted now on
the bottom half f the land. Oathall school in Haywards Heath raised money for this and it is
intended to raise money from this to help supplement some of the costs of running the house.

The sponsor who raised the money for the building was asked to name the house. This will be
known as Harambee For Kenya, Hope House, which we think is great as it is “hope” that we are
trying to give these boys.



We were with the boys at lunch time one of the days when we really appreciated how much they
need to be in the safe house. John and Tom take the food to them wrapped up in little packages. You
can see this in the first picture. They were given Ugali on this occasion. This is maize flour, mixed
with water and salt until it fills out a bit like a dumpling. It is full of carbs, fills them up and keeps
them sustained for quite a few hours.

John and Tom dished out one parcel per boy and there was some over to distribute. At the moment
the younger boys are still with the older boys who can become very animated and quite intimidating.
We witnessed those boys following John and even pushing him to try and get the remaining food.
This went on for about 5 minutes with John almost getting pushed to the floor at one point. Roger
became quite angry at what they were doing. It takes a lot to make him angry and when he is,
everyone knows it. He stepped in between them and shouted at them to stop and told them in no
uncertain terms that if they do not show respect to John and stop pushing him, the feeding program
would be stopped. There was stunned silence followed by apologies.

It was quite frightening to see these boys as they turned into animals. We have seen this before in
other places but it is a strong reminder about the care that we have to take with dealing with the
lads. In fairness the younger ones did not get so animated and stayed well back and this showed us
that the Directors decision was right to take the younger ones into the house so as to try to
prevent them from going down the same path as the bigger lads.
Left;- the bottom of the land where the plantation is being placed. Right;- Derek is one of our boys
who cut his finger badly so we administered first aid.






