
Happy New Year to you all.

2014 has been a very hectic year in Kenya, the opening of the safe house in Meru (Hope
House) being the most prominent. New housing for approximately 29 boys is beyond our
wildest dreams.

Tom, one of our Kenyan trustees, has been appointed to the local NGO board (equivalent to a
charity commission sub-branch if we had them in the UK), He was voted in as vice chairman
which is a major achievement for Tom and the charity, mainly because the safe house had
only been open for a only a few months, with both Tom and the work we do being recognised
as important and affective. Having Tom in this position also helps us to know what available
help there is from different organisations etc.

In Kisii we have a continuing rapport with the Governors Office and is very encouraging. In
October, Lesley and I visited his office and although he was not there we were very
encouraged in how we were greeted by some of the officials who pledged their  continued
support.

So 2015 will be a year of consolidation for both safe houses. In Kisii with the land we have
rented for crops, the tailoring shop and making natural papers that we will sell in the UK and
Meru where we have coffee, banana crops and the food shack (cafe/takeaway’). So we are
hoping that these projects will start to bring in some income to help cover costs.

The major challenge we have this year is how do we help the boys in readiness for their exits
from the safe houses in a few years time. Some are now already 17yrs old so for them it
could be in the nearer future that they wish to leave, Secondary education is so expensive at
the moment although the government have said they will introduce free secondary education
in three years time. From experience we know that there will still be costs which are never
as cheap as one would hope. So in lieu of the difficulty in finding sponsors we have to have
have a plan “B”. So we are looking into vocational training for those who are not as academic
as others.

I know that I have said this before but a big THANK YOU to the trustees in Kenya, John,
Andrew, Kennedy, Jimmy and Tom. Without them all we do in England would be useless. Thank
you for your endurance through the difficult times both with personal issues and with the
charity. Thank you for the hearts you have for these boys and for your families who have
supported you and the boys.  Also thank you to all our supporters in the UK for supporting us
and the boys in the various way you do this. Have a good year and God Bless.



October was an exciting time for the boys who
were invited to march with all those in
authority at the annual parade marking Kenya’s
independence. They were the only young people
marching and we introduced to all those
attending the parade. They were so proud and so

Were we as we watched them parade passed the Governor and all the dignitaries.

The boys were a credit to all of us. They had been practising their marching
with Joffrey who is the led the parade. He really put them through their paces
and the best boys were allowed to march.

At Easter the boys had been rather naughty and so the mini easter eggs they
were due to have were not given to them. They knew they were there but we had
to make a stand. When we went in October the eggs were still in the fridge so
we told Andrew to consider giving them to the boys at Christmas if they had
been well behaved. Andrew decided that in fact the eggs should be given to the
local children by our boys to make them realise how lucky they are and that
they had to earn special things.

Andrew took the boys with him and said it was quite strange because the local
children had not experienced this type of chocolate, if any, before and were
very wary of these sweets. So our boys, as well as having to share “their”
treats but they had to explain what they
were and that they would enjoy them. A very
sobering afternoon for the boys.

The boys had a lovely time at Christmas.
They ate beef, vegetables and had soda’s and
other treats.

We called them on Christmas day and they
boys were really happy and even sang “We
wish you a merry Christmas” down the phone.
They also asked that we thank all the
sponsors who paid for their Christmas.



   Our Thanks go to the following for
    their Support.

Mr & Mrs Bailey Kath Sumner
Wallis Centre             Cobnor Activity Centre
Nanny Byles    Bill Compton
James Frost    Evie Doherty
Sally DiFabio   Emer Murphy
23rd Bromley Scout Group
Southborough CP School Bromley
St Augustines School, Scaynes Hill
Michelle Wheatley     Sandie Potts
Jenny & John Turner  John & Hazel Savill
Sue Layton & Den Santer

    And all our regular supporters

This is a letter sent by Carlos, He
has expressed  what many of our
children say about having the
opportunity to get an education.

If any of you are interested in
supporting a young person through
school we would love to hear from
you.

For going to a secondary school it
will cost £300 for the year which
can be paid monthly into our
account. Perhaps your family or a
group of friends would like to help.

We appreciate money is tight at the
moment for many of us but if you
can help in even a small way, we
would appreciate it.

Carlos is in the middle.



HOT OFF THE PRESS
 As I have been producing the newsletter we

                                        have just received some great news about the way they celebrated
   Christmas. Here is a copy of the email for you to see. It really encouraged us.
Happy new year to all of you. We had an awsome Christmas thanks to our friends in UK and the
people here in meru. Firstly we thank mafuko bread industries for their support. Our Chairman
approached them and they provided us with daily loaves of bread throughout the holiday for free.
We thank God. We thank the County 1st Lady for her support on 20th they brought goodies. Lastly
we thank dad (John the chairman) and his family members. They brought Christmas to the boys.
They made them chapatis, meat, rice, sodas, fruits and we all ate together and had amazing fun
with the boys.   We thank God for all that.
They sent some photos.

Far left….yes the
boys were given a
whole loaf each!!!!!!!

The lady in the blue
is the governors
wife (1st Lady). We
would like to thank
her and her husband
for their generosity
in what they gave us.

And to John and
Toms family who
showed such love to

the boys, making them feel wanted.  Many of them have been
rejected and struggle with attachments in fear of being let
down again. Showing this sort of love can reach deep into their
young lives and help them to feel comfortable in their new home.

There are about 24 boys in the safe house at the moment. Sometimes the numbers may
change because one or two may run back to the street. It is sad when they do this but
sometimes it can be hard for them to accept the routine and discipline of the house. We
have been able to re-unite one of the boys with his family but we are always careful because
we try to ensure their safety.

When we were in Kenya in October we were thrilled to see how well the banana plants were
doing. In fact many of them had at least three shoots on them and bananas which were
almost ready to harvest. The local people have been watching the plants carefully as they
are more of a hybrid plant and grow much faster and produce better fruit than the local
ones. This should give us an advantage when we come to sell the bananas. Also they are
interested in buying shoots from us as they develop. This should be an additional help in
sustaining the project as each shoot can sell for 1000KS (about £8) which may not seem a
lot but can soon mount up. The shoots have to be cut off anyway so they may as well be sold.



It has always been a dream of Rogers to have a banana
plantation. Now his dream is a reality - even if it is for
the charity, he feels encouraged and excited to see
the results.

The boys have been a blessing too. They are behaving
well and for that they were given a reward while we
were there. Someone donated the money for a new
television for them to watch on the long dark evenings.

This may seem a bit of a privilege to give children who in the words of some people “should
be grateful for the roof over their heads and food in their tummies”. Yes people have said
such things.  They are very grateful for what they have but the television is a way of helping
our team to keep them in the safe house in the evening which is when all the other street
boys are back out on the streets sniffing glue and smoking cannabis. We don’t want them to
be drawn back there and the television helps.  So our merry band of helpers had fun putting
the aerial on the roof.

We are also thankful that we had a new fridge
and a cooker donated to the project. So we
were able to bake cakes for the boys. Next
time we will  have the boys doing it themselves
as on this occasion there was very little time
to involve them  completely.  Needless to say
the cakes went down a bundle.

Thank you to the sponsors for all of this
equipment. It will help greatly.






