
As we come to the end of yet another year it is a time to reflect on the last and look forward to the
next years challenges. Yes I did say look forward! There are always challenges in life and when you
have nearly 80 young people who rely on you, the challenges are many and continuous.

This year we have had some successes with Carlos starting University in September studying HR &
Management and Reuben starting college where he is studying for a Diploma in Mechanical

Engineering.  We have also seen six young lads complete their end of
primary school exams (KCPE). We always encourage those who are not
so academic to go to a polytechnic to train in a skill so that they have
the means to earn money.  Education is important to the boys but the
only education they visualise is secondary school, which is so
academic it does not suit a number of them. They finish primary in
the equivalent to year 8. So secondary education is for four years
when they then take the equivalent to A levels. So you can
understand that not all the boys are capable of sitting the final
secondary exam. One of our young people, Benard, insisted that he
wanted to go to secondary school and found himself struggling so
much that he ran back to the street. Andrew found him and
explained that we were not going to give up on him and he could go to
polytechnic to study a vocational subject. He chose to train to be an
electrician. He is enjoying the course and while we were out there in
October, he helped Bill to put up new outside lights. His face shone
with delight when he achieved his goal.

Carlos is now in University studying HR & Management and is really enjoying his time there. It will be
good to catch up with him for longer when we go in March so that we can find out how he is faring.
Reuben is at college working towards a diploma in mechanical engineering and seems to be enjoying his
course too. You can see more about them later.

We heard that all the boys sitting their year 8 exams had passed at a reasonable level.  But some may
go to the local secondary schools or polytechnic. We have made it a rule that if they score less than
300/500 they should go and do a vocational course so that they can be sure to find a job and earn
money. After all if they can learn a skill they have a good chance of being able to support themselves
and their future family. It is so good to hear the boys talking about their future, which not so many
years ago, they had no future and knew that too.

We hope you enjoy the rest of the newsletter and may we all wish you a Happy New Year.



We had the pleasure of going to Kirinyaga University to
see Carlos. He is thoroughly enjoying himself. Harambee
for Kenya has loaned him a laptop to help him with his work
and he was overjoyed when he saw it and very surprised as
we had not warned him that he would be getting one.

He does not live on
campus because there
were not enough rooms
so there is a little more
cost involved, But he is
enjoying campus life
and appears to be
working hard. His study
year is in line with the
UK, unlike secondary
schools. So we should
get an update this
summer.

Meanwhile, Reuben is at Karoka Technical training institute to study Mechanical Engineering. The principle
said that there is a great demand for mechanical engineers in Kenya and if Reuben continues to work well,
should get a good job at the end of the course. Surprisingly, it is more expensive for Reuben’s education
here and we met with the Head Teacher who has said that because he is orphaned he should get a good
bursary. This will make the difference of whether he can remain here. We are hopeful because they have
a good reputation in the workplace for producing knowledgeable young people. But this is a serious problem
when we have to consider giving all the other boys the same chance. He lives on campus at the moment.
But as usual in Kenya, the college gave a list of costs for food, which are not actually accurate to what is
needed to be paid! But if you feel you would like to contribute to help him, then please contact us at
h4kinfo@gmail.com
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 Chris Dade went out to see the boys in Kisii for three weeks in October and then joined us for
the last week so that he could come with us to Muranga Village, where we support a few children
by paying for food and then Meru, so that he could see the other boys.

He has once again taken photographs for us and has made videos which he is preparing to upload.
It is worth signing up to the Harambee for Kenya Facebook page and you can see them as they
are put up on the page. We thank Chris for this as it is invaluable for using for talks that we do
up and down the country.

This is Chris who has, over
the years, worked with
many children as an
advocate or with those in
care of one sort or
another. He has a terrific
rapport with the boys.

Chris has become a very good friend to Roger and Lesley as well as the boys and the Kenyan
adults. So we were delighted that when he was asked to be a Kenyan Trustee, he accepted. The
Kenyans always want three Wzungus (white people) on the board to, in the Chairman’s words,
“Keep the Kenyan nationals on track”. Welcome aboard Chris.

He has done some great work with the boys, getting them dancing, doing Marshall arts and
teaching them how to make Rocket stoves to name three things. The boys have also been allowed
to express themselves by taking photos with his camera!! Very brave of him, but as usual they
come up trumps with looking after the equipment, and returning it, which is testament to how far
they have come and the hard work that has put in to teach them respect.

Some of Chris’ pictures……



   Our Thanks go to the following for
 their Support.

Rob & Jan Kendall
Mary and Bridget from Birchington
Welcome Baptist Church
New Romney Cub Scouts.
23rd Bromley Scouts        Welcome Baptist Church
Michelle and Caitlin Wheatley
Sarah Kendrick.    Peter And Gill Gilks
Manuella and Adrian Wright.
         Kent Scouts.
Southborough Primary School,  Bromley

 7th Sevenoaks Scout Group
 And all our regular supporters

Join us for a fun packed
evening

10th February 2018.

See the poster and

Book your tickets NOW

h4kinfo@gmail.com

RACE NIGHT
HARAMBEE

FOR KENYA

A fun packed evening for all to enjoy.
Bring your own drinks

Bring money for a raffle as well as your 50p’s
to bet on each of the 8 races throughout the

evening.

Sponsor a horse for £5 and win £20 if
it wins the race. Contact us to choose

your Nag/Champion.
Book your place now to avoid disappointment

Lesley 07941041616 or Nina 07701045887

Sat. 10th Feb 2018

AT The State Hall,

Station Rd, Heathfield

7.30 - 10.30pm

CHILDREN OF
GAMBIA SERVICES(COGS)



The boys in Meru are in fine fettle and enjoying
school. Edward took his final primary exams and
did not quite get the grades he had hoped and

                         worked so hard for. However he has gained entry to the same s
   school as Dennis and understands that if he does not improve he will
have to go to a local school. But he is a hard worker and very keen to achieve

           his dream of becoming a Doctor. Considering that he came from the streets, destitute and eating
from rubbish, as most of our boys do, then we will help him as far as is practicable to realise his dream.
All the boys have an idea of what they want to do, most of them when they are younger wanting to be a
driver. But as they progress through school and realise that they are able to learn, their aspirations
increase to greater things.

The school that Dennis and Edward go to is about one hours drive away, so John takes them with all their
baggage. Regardless of the cost of their schooling, we can pay as much as  13,000KS (£100) for the
extras they need including books. It may not seem a lot but multiplied by the number of boys going to
secondary, it is difficult. But it is lovely to see them as proud as punch in their new uniform.

We will be visiting the boys in
school in March so we should be
able to get photographs of his
surroundings, and see how he is
fairing.

He looks so grown up and ready
for his first day.

After our previous visit in April, Amy and Susannah had raised money for a number of things, like
mattresses, shoes and slippers for the boys. But with what was left over we were able to build a new
kitchen and wash stand for Meru. We were thrilled to see it finished when we visited in October.

Hopefully the authorities will now be satisfied. It is amazing how
different the two areas are, with what they would like to have at
each project.



A new project is starting in Meru to try and bring in some income to help subsidise the costs of
looking after the boys. They have now bought about 800 fast growing trees which should be ready to
sell in five years time. When they are ready, they are sold and the purchaser has to pay for them to
be cut and cleared which is one less thing for us to worry about. These trees grow tall and straight,
helped by removing the lower branches as they grow. This is very useful because it means that the
boys have wood for the fire at no cost, which in itself saves money as they have open fires.

Some of the saplings which the boys enjoyed helping to plant on the land.

The boys had a good Christmas and we were sent photos of them enjoying their food. We always try
and send a little extra for the sodas and other extras they like to have.

In October we took some lovely things to give them for
Christmas, donated by young people from the UK. We also
had tooth brushes and toothpaste among other things
donated by students at Bourne school too. It’s amazing how
the boys are so pleased with small things that we take for
granted. As one friend commented in the UK, “it puts things into perspective; our kids would laugh
at us if we gave them these things”

It is nice to see them putting up the Christmas tree too. “Well decorated boys!” It is wonderful
how they have embraced the ideas we took them two years ago.



This time we have decided to add
a page about fundraising. It is
good to show you how we raise
funds. We have valued sponsors
who kindly donate to the general

fund and others who sponsor boys
through secondary school. But we also have a

small army of supporters who do things like talks to churches, boot fairs,
craft sales and run things like quiz nights to help raise funds. Without all

 your help the charity would not be where it is today and neither would we be able to continue.
 So if you would like to help us keep afloat and give these boys a real chance in life, please contact
us.

Kent International Jamboree (KIJ17) was a great camp with a
few thousand Scouts and leaders on site. Met some lovely folk
and from this we have been to a number of Scout meetings in all
corners of Kent, where we taught them soapstone staining.
There will also be a contingent of Scouts and Leaders visiting
the projects in the spring 2020 which is exciting. We even
found ourselves
teaching Kenyan Scouts
how to do it!!!

Then we made our annual pilgrimage to Gilwell (the home of
Scouting) where, at the start of September, Leaders from all
over the country and abroad come together for a reunion
weekend. We try to travel light but there is so much to take.

What with the Marquee,  the
things we sell, a tent to sleep
in with bedding, food etc.

There is masses to take. But with the help of Enterprise who assist us
with the loan of a vehicle, we make it!!! Finding everything is another
thing!!!! The weekend is manic but really enjoyable, especially meeting
old friends and making new.

Some of the things we sell
at our events.

Left shows Gilwell. The
Marquee is 9x4metres. And
is a welcome shelter if it
rains!



Friends in Somerset, Dave and Shirley, do Boot
Fairs to help us raise money to feed the boys.
While Michelle and Caitlin in County Durham, do
various craft sales selling some of the items as
seen in pictures on the previous page. For the last
few years Michelle has organised a Smartie Box
collection too which the children enjoy. Michelle
On left with Caitlin on right, with some of the
trustees.

Left is a picture of some of the runners in the
annual Hognaston to Atlow Winn Christmas Dash,
(Derbyshire) run by Richard Bright. This
Christmas, due to the snow, it had to be postponed

but they are trying to re-organise a date for what is becoming a popular event.

5k Inflatable Run’s (Or in our case a walk) Are held at all
times of the year at various race courses throughout the
country. We got a team together in 2016 and had a
fantastic time….it was so much fun. We struggled with a
few of the obstacles because we could not stop laughing,
especially when Glynis was trying to get over one of the
walls. So why not get a team together (the cost is
cheaper if you get 6) and have a go at raising some well
needed funds, Here is the link where you can find an
event near you. The video shows you how much fun it is.

https://www.ukrunningevents.co.uk/

Other people have held Quiz nights to raise funds,
gathering their friends together to have a fun evening.
While others have had a dress down/up day at work or
school. Every little helps. Don’t forget abseiling,
especially if you are not keen on heights!!! People will
sponsor you to overcome your fear!!

Hopefully we have given you a few ideas to consider whether you, your friend should you be
interested in getting involved. Contact us with your ideas and we can give you information and logos
etc to help you “sell” the idea to others. Contact us on h4kinfo@gmail.com and when you have reached
your goal, upload some pictures onto our Harambee For Kenya Facebook page to show others and send
us an update with pictures so that we can include it in our newsletter.  We hope this has inspired you
to get involved and have FUN while you do it.

https://www.ukrunningevents.co.uk/
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We have been lucky to have had Chris Dade take many pictures
of the boys in our care. So this time, here is a collection of their
beautiful faces.


